Activity 1

Indian Story Square

National Curriculum
Learning Objectives

1. Create, adapt and sustain
different roles, individually and
in groups.

(Engl: 4b)

2. Use character, action and
narrative to convey story, themes,
emotions, ideas in plays they
devise and script.

(Eng 1: 4a)

Suggested time: 15
minutes per story

New Words:

Improvisation

Resources:

‘A Day in the Life of a Mumbai
Child’ story (resource 1)

Story Square Demonstration Video
(resource 5) - Not available yet

Description

A ‘story square’ is a creative and
dramatic way of sharing a story
with children. It is a theatrical
exercise that enables children to
bring a story to life.

Through the story square children
will feel connected to the
characters by becoming them and
acting out the things that happen
in their lives. Children watching
are likely to engage more closely
with the story, as it will be exciting
and entertaining to see their
classmates take on the different
characters, especially from a
different part of the world!

You can use the theatrical story
square with other stories too!



http://media.wix.com/ugd/7bec3a_0111156d6438dbe9f4f8f997b8facfd0.pdf

Step 1:

Before you start the lesson you may want to watch a demonstration video of a story
square, so that you know how it should look. (See resource 5 - coming soon!)

Step 2:

To start the story square activity mark out a square on your carpet area big enough
for children to sit on using masking tape. The square instantly creates a different
experience as children are used to sitting or standing in circles!

Step 3:

Read out the story square story once through to familiarise children with it.
(See resource 1)

Next explain that this time you read out the story the children will come into the middle
of the square and act out the characters and the actions from the story as you go along.

Encourage children to use facial expressions and physical gestures rather than
dialogue, as you will be the only one speaking. You can ask them to volunteer to become
the characters or select them one by one as you go round the square.

Through the story square children will have the opportunity to feel connected to the
characters by becoming them, and acting out the things that happen in their lives.

Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Links: English, Drama

Resources needed: 1, 5


http://media.wix.com/ugd/7bec3a_0111156d6438dbe9f4f8f997b8facfd0.pdf

