Activity 3

Visiting a Mumbai Slum

National Curriculum
Learning Objectives:

1. To use atlases and globes, and
maps and plans at a range of
scales [for example, using
contents, keys, grids]

(Geography 2c)

2. To identify and describe what
places are like [for example, in
terms of weather, jobs]

(Geography 3a)

3. To explain why places are like
they are [for example, in terms of
weather conditions, local
resources, historical development]

(Geography 3d)

Suggested time: 45 Minutes

Description

Children will have the chance to
visit a Mumbai Slum in their very
own school hall or classroom.

Through this multi sensory
experience, pupils will learn what
a slum looks and sounds like and
will be asked to consider what
living in this environment is like
for children their age and
younger.

Pupils will locate Mumbai on a
map and will learn from a
discussion led by their teacher
how children living in slum
conditions work to survive on a
day to day basis.

New Words:

Slum, Soundscape

ATTENTION: Materials will need to
be collected prior to this session.

Resources

Slum Kit Instructions (resource 2)

Mumbai Slum Soundscape

(resource 4)

Video Clip of Mumbai Slums
(resource 6)



http://media.wix.com/ugd/7bec3a_5212b6db9d07bb3c5e9983c030bd389f.pdf
http://www.mumbaiexperiences.org/#!audio-visual/cdzl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=nV4Y8DYjXX4

Step 1

(The hall will need to be transformed into a slum using recyclable rubbish items
collected by children prior to the session (see resource 2) There will also be an
overhead soundscape (see resource 4) to help create the atmosphere!)

Explain to the children that they will be exploring a Mumbai slum in order to give
them an insight into the lives of the children who live there. Explain that through this
experience they should try to understand how slum children make the best of their
environment, and that they should be thinking about how they would cope in these
conditions too.

Step 2
Question time!

Ask the children to look around the slum and then ask the following questions:

Q: Where do you think we are? (Tip: Use ‘Google Earth’ or a map to locate India
and then Mumbai.)

Q: How far is Mumbai from the UK? (Teachers note: The distance between
London, England and Mumbai, India is 4477 miles (7205 km). This is around 9 hours
on an aeroplane.)

Q: What do you think the weather is like here?

Q: How do you feel about what you can see? Q:

Would you like to live here?

Q: Would you like to sleep here?

Step 3

Set up a TV/projector within your school ‘slum’ to show children a video clip of a day
in the Mumbai slums, (resource 6)

Question time!

Q: How does watching this video make you feel?

Explain to the children how the video shows the way in which the difficult living conditions in
the slums give the children there the inspiration they need to work hard and develop life
skills to help make a better life for themselves.

Plenary:


http://media.wix.com/ugd/7bec3a_5212b6db9d07bb3c5e9983c030bd389f.pdf
http://www.mumbaiexperiences.org/#!audio-visual/cdzl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=nV4Y8DYjXX4

In relation to the things that the children in the video talk about ask your class the following
questions:

How do the children in the video feel about their living environment?
What do they want to change?

How is your living environment different from the children in the video?

[s there anything you would like to change about your environment? If so how would you
do this?

NB: Children can answer these questions in a open discussion or as a writing exercise.

National Curriculum Links: Geography
Resources needed: 2, 4, 6



